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EMERGENCY EXERCISES HELD IN NOVEMBER 

COMMUNICATION DRILL MEDICATION DISPENSING EXERCISE 

ARES in conjunction with Brazoria 
County Health Department’s Public 
Health Emergency Preparedness 
(PHEP) program completed a HAM 
Radio Communication Drill the eve-
ning of Tuesday, October 19, 2010. The 
premise of the drill involved an inci-
dent at the Brazoria County Fair-
grounds that left primary communica-
tion systems (land line telephones, cel-
lular communications, radio communi-
cations, and internet) inoperable and 
redundant communication systems 
needed. 

ARES operated out of PHEP’s opera-
tion center and began with an initial 
call down to the 40 ARES members 
within Brazoria County. The call down 
notified HAM radio operators of an 
emergency and their need to report to 
PHEP’s operation center to pick up 
their Go-Kits containing HAM radios, 
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Some of the ARES Members who responded 
and participated in the Drill.    From L to R - 
Frank Curl, Eric Varnado, Terry Bowersmith 
(E/C), Jeff Owens (A E/C), Eric Schmidt (A E/
C), Forrest Carpenter (PIO), Steve Clark (A E/

Alvin Community College was the location 
for an exercise to test the Brazoria County 
Plan to respond to an Anthrax attack.  
  
The expectation is that medication 
(countermeasures) that will prevent An-
thrax can be distributed to everyone in Bra-
zoria County  within 48 hours of the deci-
sion to do.  Many jurisdictions and organi-
zations that would be involved in an An-
thrax response participated in the drill.   
 
The exercise took place during the regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Brazoria County 
Emergency Managers.  Participants in-
cluded emergency management personnel 
from Brazoria County, Alvin, Angleton, 
Manvel, Hillcrest Village, Sweeny, Lake 
Jackson, Clute, Freeport and Liverpool 
along with representatives from law en-
forcement, DPS, Fire Departments, Dow 
Chemical, Homeland Preparedness Project,  
EMS and Sweeny Hospital. 

 

Following the exercise, Ron Schmitz, Alvin 
Assistant Emergency Manager conducted a 
“hotwash”  to identify strengths of the plan and 
areas for improvement. 
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CONTACT US 

432 E. Mulberry         Angleton, Tx 77515 

979-864-1166             Fax:  979-864-3694 

“No health department, state or local, can effectively prevent or control 

disease without knowledge of when, where, and under what conditions 

cases are occurring.”            —Public Health Reports, 1946 

Specified diseases and conditions are mandated by State laws and regulations to be reported to the 

local health department.  Report by email (info@brazoria-county.com), fax (979-864-1501) or 

phone (979-864-1166). 

         WE’RE ON THE WEB 

www.PublicHealthMatters.net 

 

PHEP TEAM 

Cathy  Sbrusch, RN, BSN, CIC   Health Services  Director 

Jo Mapel, RN, BSN, MPH          Team Leader 

Jan Prejean, RN                                Disease Surveillance 

Barbara Perkins, BA, MEd                             Facilitator 

Stephanie Smith,  MPH, RD                              SNS Coordinator 

Tamara Tisdale                       Assets Analyst 

Chasey Reed-Boston, BS, MA                              CBRNE Analyst 

DISEASES REPORTED TO BRAZORIA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT BY MONTH FOR 2010 

Reportable Diseases  Jan  Feb  Mar  April  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec  Total 
Bacterial Meningitis                                      0 

Campylobacteriosis  1  4  2     1  1  1        1        11 

Chlamydia  19  10  7  6  22  5  10  15     15        109 

Clostridium difficile     1                                1 

Cryptosporidiosis                                      0 

Dengue                                      0 

E. Coli                          1  2        3 

 Gonorrhea  6  3  1  2  8     2  6  2  1        31 

Group A Strep‐invasive                 1        1           2 

Group B Strep        2  1     1  3     1  3        11 

Guardiasis                                      0 

Haemophilus Influenza     1  1                             2 

Hantavirus           1                          1 

Hepatitis A, acute  2     2  2           1  1  1        9 

Hepatitis B, acute  2  2     1  5  2  1  2  3  3        21 

Hepatitis C, acute  11  4  1     7     7  20  7  3        60 

HIV infection, Adult              1     1                 2 

Invasive Group A Strep        1                             1 

Invasive Group B Strep        2                             2 

Legionellosis                                      0 

Lyme Disease                                      0 

Malaria                                      0 

Meningitis (Viral)  1              3  3  5  2  4        18 

Pertussis           2  1  1  1  1  1           7 

Salmonellosis  4  5  3  2  1  3  4  8  14  10        54 

Shigellosis                       6  1  1        8 

Streptococcus pneumoniae, 
invasive 

5  3  2  3  2  1  1     1  1        19 

Syphilis  2              3  2  3     1        11 

Tuberculosis  1  1                 1              3 

Varicella ‐Chicken Pox  11  1  1  2  3     1  1  1  1        22 

Vibrio                 4  2  1              7 

West Nile Virus                          0 
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WHAT IS THE NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM? 

For more information on  NIMS and the Incident Command  System go to: http://www.fema.gov/

emergency/nims/NIMSTrainingCourses.shtm 
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antennas, and all other necessary equipment for estab-
lishing communications. Of the 40 ARES members, 30 
responded, and 25 were used to report to remote loca-
tions throughout the county and establish communica-
tions with PHEP’s operation center. 
 
Within a little over an hour of the initial call down, HAM 
radio operators had reported to PHEP’s operation center 
to sign out equipment, if needed, and had arrived at their 
remote location, met their site contact, set up their an-
tennae and HAM radio, and had established initial con-
tact with the ARES controller already positioned at 
PHEP’s operation center. The initial call down was sent 
out at 6:15 PM, and the last initial transmission recorded 
was received at 7:25 PM. 
 
ARES representatives reported to and operated out of a 
total of 7 remote locations. PHEP’s operation center was 
treated as headquarters. Remote locations for the drill 
included the Brazoria County Fairgrounds, county and 
city Emergency Operation Centers (EOCs), city Emer-
gency Medical Service (EMS), and three hospitals within 
the county: Angleton-Danbury Medical Center, Bra-
zosport Regional Medical System, and Sweeny Commu-
nity Hospital. 
 
Overall, the drill was a success, 
and ARES representatives were 
able to establish HAM radio 
communications between 
PHEP’s operation center and all 
7 remote locations within a lit-
tle over an hour of the initial 
notification. Primary, secon-
dary, and simplex channels 
were tested for each location, 
and all functioned well. More-
over, hospital ER status and 
bed capacity were communi-
cated effectively during the drill 
via HAM radios. 
 
ARES plans to work with PHEP in the future to set up 
and operate HAM radios during open point-of-
dispensing (POD) site operations used by PHEP during 
biological emergencies to dispense medication and/or 
vaccinations to the exposed public. ARES also plans to 
support PHEP in encouraging 
each remote location to ob-
tain a permanent antenna on 
their premises to aid in the 
efficiency of ARES’ ability to 
report to remote locations 
and establish communica-
tions during an emergency in 
which primary communica-
tion systems are unavailable. 
 

Communications Drill  continued from page 1 

Assembly of the Drive Through Tent 

Mass Dispensing Drill 
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Alvin Community College hosted the exercise and Chief 

Andy Taquard was head of Security for the POD. 

Alvin  Core Team led by Ron Schmitz (POD Manager) , 

Patricia Williams (Operations Chief) and Richard Williams 

(Admin Chief)  work with Alvin EMS to follow directions on 

drive through tent construction. 



Page 5 



Page 6 



 

 

       VOLUNTEER AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Brazoria County Has Two Citizen Corps Groups 

 

 

  

 

 

Pearland Area Citizen Corps                                    

 http://www.PearlandCC.org 

281-997-9777                    

Brazoria County Citizens Corps       

http://homelandpreparedness.org/ 

281-844-3653       

 

NEW!  PHEP offers Smallpox Vaccinator Training  ONLINE 

www.PublicHealthMatters.net      
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